426                            ART     IN     MANY     FORMS
Island is the remnant of a ring of archipelagos that disappeared beneath
the waves between 1586 and 1722, and was a great Pacific empire. That
there are submerged islands in the neighbourhood was confirmed by
soundings taken by the research ship Carnegie in 1928. Indeed, Easter
Island itself has been reported missing on several occasions, notably in
1923. It may be that the famous men of the empire were buried there,
and that the grotesque statues commemorate them. " The whole island
is one vast sepulchre," reports Captain H. V. Barclay, R.N. " Look
where you may, dig where you like, human remains are sure to be
found." Another authority, M. Henri Lavachery, believes that the first
inhabitants were Maoris who settled there between 1000 and 1200.
The features of the statues are identical. All have eyes wide apart,
with deeply sunk sockets, thin and stern lips, wide noses and nostrils,
and long ears.
TAPESTRY AND CARPETS
TAPESTRY is a very old form of art, for the ancient Babylonians,
Egyptians and Greeks made use of it. The cartoons of Raphael
(1483-1520), one of the greatest painters of the Renaissance, were specially
designed for reproduction by this means. They were made at Arras,
Flanders, and afterwards hung in the Vatican, Rome, the master weaver
being Peter van Aelst. The first establishment of the Gobelins, a name
associated with the best tapestry, was a dye works started by Jean
Gobelin in Paris about 1450. Henry III of France purchased a house
owned by the family and installed weavers in it. Louis XIV gave the
establishment the title of Manufacture des Gobelins in 1662. Four
panels of Gobelins tapestry were sold in London for 15,000 guineas in
1918. Rubens and Van Dyck painted designs for the manufactory
founded at Mortlake, near London, by Charles I.
The Bayeux Tapestry, made to commemorate the victory of Duke
William of Normandy at the Battle of Hastings in 1066, is 230 ft. 9 in.
long and 1954 in. wide. It is to be seen in the museum adjoining
Bayeux Cathedral, and is still in a wonderful state of preservation. A
magnificent set of tapestries which decorated the old House of Lords
was destroyed in the Great Fire of London in 1666. In it was depicted
the defeat of the Spanish Armada by the English fleet.
CARPETS   THAT   HANG   ON   WALLS
Few things are more decorative than an oriental rug or carpet that
has not been made on mass-production lines. Certainly there is rjothing
more delightful ., walk on. The pile is fashioned of innumerable
littk tufts of wool, and there are only two types of importance without
this thick and yielding surface. The exceptions are the Kelims, made
by the Kurds of Asia Minor, and the Cashmeres. They are used in their
country of origin as wall coverings, blankets and tent hangings. IB
Scandinavia rugs are often hung on walls for decorative purposes.